
Thank you for your interest in the Redlands Interstate 10 widening project. If you know someone  
who would like to receive Construction Ahead or if you wish to be removed from our mailing  
list, please send your request to afranco@sanbag.ca.gov or call (909) 889-8611 x102.  
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Issue 6  Ahead! 
Sound wall construction 
full speed ahead on I-10 

R esidents and motorists can see the day-to-day progress of sound walls 
taking shape along Interstate 10 in Redlands. 
     Sound wall construction marks the final phase of work to widen  

I-10 between Orange Street and Ford Street. The project, led by San Bernar-
dino Associated Governments (SANBAG), started in November 2005 and is 
set to be complete by late winter or early spring.  
     Half of the walls being built on the south side of Interstate 10 are com-
plete, and crews are making steady progress on the remaining walls both 

north and south of the freeway. 
The walls extend from the  
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
railroad tracks to east of High-
land Avenue on the south side of 
the freeway, and from 6th Street 
to east of Highland north of the 
freeway. 
     “We are seeing significant 
progress on the sound walls that 
are part of the Interstate 10  
project. Once this project is 
completed, traffic flow will im-

prove greatly,” said new SANBAG 
Executive Director Deborah  
Barmack, a Redlands resident. 

 The sound wall work includes building a three-foot concrete barrier that 
forms the base of the wall, which is then topped by split-face block to form 
walls measuring 14 feet in height. The construction contractor has added a 
second crew to expedite work on the sound wall barriers. This crew is  
working at night.  
 The project’s final phase also requires retrofitting each of the freeway 
bridges. Crews have been working inside small openings cut in the bridges to 
add rebar and concrete. This will strengthen the bridges to support the weight 
of the new work.  
 After the walls are complete, crews will install landscaping (see story at 
right) and repave the shoulders on both sides of the freeway. Traffic then will 
be shifted to use all four eastbound lanes and westbound lanes, marking the 
end of the project.  

Construction crews place masonry blocks to form 
sound walls between Cypress Avenue and Citrus 
Avenue in Redlands.  

Coming soon… 
Landscaping 

A s the I-10 sound walls draw 
closer to completion, work 
will shift to the landscaping 

along the walls.  
 Crews will install irrigation 
systems for vines that will be 
planted at the base of the sound 
walls. Plants will include Boston 
ivy, trumpet vines, cat’s claw,  
lantana, bougainvillea, red New 
Zealand flax, Indian hawthorne, ice 
plant ground cover, purple leaf 
plum trees and the palm trees that 
were transplanted from the free-
way median earlier in the project. 
The plants will help deter graffiti 
and add color to the walls.  
 Graffiti has been a problem on 
new bridge columns and sound 
walls. Motorists or residents who 
see graffiti “artists” or other tres-
passers in the construction zone 
should call the Redlands Police 
Department at (909) 798-7681 to 
report the problem.  

 

 Crews backfill dirt near the Cypress Avenue 
off-ramp in Redlands. 
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Live Oak Canyon Road project 
to break ground on Sept. 28 

We’re listening... 
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F or questions about this  
 project, please call the I-10 
helpline at (909) 889-8611 

x102. Callers 
may leave a 
message, 
which will be 
returned by 
the next busi-
ness day. 
 Do not 
use the helpline to report emer-
gencies; instead, call 911.  

Design starts 
on I-10 lane 

S ANBAG awarded a contract 
earlier this month to engi-
neering firm CH2M Hill for 

final design of a new lane on west-
bound Interstate 10 between Live 
Oak Canyon Road in Yucaipa and 
Ford Street in Redlands.  
 The contract follows the envi-
ronmental clearance that SANBAG 
received for the project in June. 
Final design is expected to take 
about 24 months. Construction 
should start in early 2010 and last 
about 18 months.  
 The project will add a new 
general purpose lane to this section 
of freeway. To add this lane and 
maintain proper sight distances for 
motorists, an extensive cut-back of 
the hillside north of the freeway 
will be required. A large retaining 
wall will stabilize the altered slope. 
 Some temporary construction 
easements will be needed for the 
project, but no permanent right of 
way acquisition is required. 
 SANBAG secured about $26.5 
million in Prop. 1B bonds for the 
project. The balance will be funded 
by Measure I, the half-cent sales tax 
for transportation improvements in 
San Bernardino County.  

P ick up those gold shovels! SANBAG, the City of Yucaipa and Caltrans will 
host a ground-breaking ceremony on September 28 to mark the start of 
construction of a new I-10 interchange at Live Oak Canyon Road.  

 SANBAG awarded a $12 million construction contract to Riverside Con-
struction in July for the project, which will start later this month and last about 
two years. Work will include: 
• Reconstructing the roadway between Calimesa Boulevard and Outer High-

way 10 South 
• Replacing the current two-lane bridge with a new five-lane bridge 
• Widening and realigning eastbound 

and westbound ramps 
• Adding traffic signals to replace  

existing stop signs 
 

 Traffic is extremely congested at this 
interchange, especially headed east during 
peak weekday afternoon and evening 
hours. Frustrated drivers often create an 
illegal second lane on the off-ramp to exit 
the freeway faster (see photo at right). 
 The project was significantly delayed 
several years ago, due to California’s 
budget crisis. Once funds were restored 
to the state Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP), work began again on 
the Live Oak Canyon Road project. The project is being funded by a combina-
tion of TCRP funds and other funds advanced by the City of Yucaipa. The city 
funds will be repaid by future Measure I revenue.  

I-10 Freeway Service Patrol 
offers aid to 4,000+ motorists 
Wow—442 flat tires? More than 700 mechanical problems? That’s a lot of help 
given to stranded motorists within the I-10 widening construction zone. 

      The I-10 Freeway Service Patrol continues to aid drivers 
whose vehicles break down during peak weekday morning 
and afternoon commute hours. Roving tow trucks provide 
service free of charge to motorists, thereby reducing traffic 
delays, helping prevent secondary accidents, creating safer 
driving conditions and improving air quality. 
      Since the service started in November 2005, tow opera-

tors have offered help to 4,064 motorists on this stretch of I-10 through Red-
lands.  While about 38% of the drivers have declined the free help, hundreds 
have been pleased to receive the helping hand, as follows: 
 716 mechanical breakdowns  442 flat tires 
 360 overheated vehicles  287 accidents 
 258 empty gas tanks  243 abandoned vehicles 
 100 electrical problems  100 debris clearance 
 4 vehicle fires   2 key lockouts 


